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Each Probate Judge, Sheriff, District Court Clerk, the
Clerk and Register of the Circuit Court, County Commission

ALABAMA LAW

(Regular Session, 2000)

Act No. 2000-615 H. 182 —~ Reps. Galliher and Hill
AN ACT
To establish the crimes of cruelty to a dog or cat and of intentional extreme
cruelty to a domesticated dog or domesticated cat; to provide for penalties; to provide
immunity under certain conditions; and in connection therewith would have as its
purpose or effect the requiremmtofaneworincreasedexpendimmoflocalﬁmds.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of Alabama:

Section 1. (a) The ?vord “torture” as used in this act shall

(b) The word “cruel” as used in this act shall mean: Every act,
omission, or neglect, including abandonment, where unnecessary or
unjustifiable pain or sufferin , including abandonment, is caused or
where unnecessary pain or sufferj g is allowed to continue.

(c) The words “dog or cat” as used in this act shall mean any
domesticated member of the dog or cat family.

(b) A person commits the crime of cruelty to a dog or cat in the
second degree if he or she, in a cruel manner, overloads, overdrives,
deprives of necessary sustenance or shelter, unnecessarily or cruelly
beats, injuries, mutilates, or causes the same to be done. Cruelty to
a dog or cat in the second degree is a Class A misdemeanor,



or cat from its present location,

(b) Neither the county or municipality, nor any employee or
agent of the county or municipality, acting in good faith, shall be
liable for any actions taken under this section, regardless of whether

or not the dog or cat is returned toits owner after impoundment,

Section 5. (a) The law enforcement officer or any agent of the
county or of the municipality, without the requirement of any fee or
for court costs, shall immediately petition the municipal court if
the violation involves g municipal ordinance or the district court in the
muntyinwhichthedogorcatisfoundforaheatingtobesetwithinZO
daysofseizureofthedogorcatorissuaneeoftheordertopmvide care.
The hearing shall be held not more than 10 days after the setting of the
date to determine whether the owner, if known, is able to provide
adequately and protectively for the dog or cat and is fit to have custody
of the dog or cat. The hearing shall be concluded and the court order
entered within 30 days after the date the hearing is commenced.

(b) The owner, at least five days prior to holding such a
hearing, shall be notified of the date of the hearing to determine if

Section 6. (a) The law enforcement officer or agent of the
county or muni ipality may provide for the dog or cat until either
the dog or cat i returned to the owner by the court, or the court

(b) I the owner is adjudged by the court, with certification from a
icensed veterinarian, to be able to provide adequately for and have
custody of the dog or cat, the dog or cat shall be returned to the owner.

(c) If the court determines that the owner of the dog or cat is
unable, unwilling, or unfit to adequately provide for, protect, and



